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M.NING LAWS OF DEIVARK AND DANISE possessroust 


By HE. P. Youngnan® 


PREFATORY NOTE 


This paper presents one of e series of digests of foreign mining legis- 
latioa and court decisions that is beins prepared in advance of a generel report 
teletive to the rights of American citizens to explore for minerals and to own 
ead operate mines in various foreign countries. This interpretation of the lews 
0 Tenrari: and her vossessions ,has been prepared entirely from answers made by 
anes L. Ives, American charge d'effaires, Copenhagen, to a questionnaire ini- 
tiated by the United States Bureau of Mines ané transmitted through the courtesy 
of the Department of State. a 4 | 


INTRODUCTION 


Denmar':.- Denmark hag no specific mining code, probably because all 
me economic minerel occurrences in that country are surface devosits, chiefly 
lizestone, granite, clay, and veat. | 


Greenland’ - Greenland, now Denmark's only colonial possession, which 
under the Royal Greenland Administration in Copenhagen, also has no special 
fans lays. Beyond a small coal mine operatec by the Danish Government and a 
wge cryolite mine operated by a vrivate Danish mining commeny, Greenland has 
feetically no mining inéustry. 


tices Greenlenc is a "closee country," and no one, not even a Dane, ig per- 

si Center it without special nermission from the Danish Government.“ The 

fo Tanent does not permit the employment of netives in the mines; so all labor 
* mining is imported from Denmark. Nevertheless, the Denisn Government is 


eae rect nate nt netted an fanantic 
: me birean Oo: Mines will welcome the reorinting of this oaper, provided the 
” Oring footnote acknowledgement is used: "“Reprintec from U. S. Bureau of 
, - Information Circular 6631." 
x ti ela and nonmetals division, U. S. Bureau of Mines. 
ae umaries of the minerel resources of Iceland and Greenland are given 
aap Supplement to this circular. 
rhe 1G., Mining Cryolite in Greenland: Eng. enc Min. Jour.-Press, 
‘tel, No. 6, Feb. 6, 1926, pp. 236-240. 
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paternally inclined, Greenland Weing lergely suoworter. by the royalties from 
cryolite. 


Pedvana = Iceland, which since December 1, 1918, hes been acknowledzed 
to be a sovereicn State, united with Denmark through little more than tne iden- 
tity of the Danish ruler, has its own mining code, ésted July. 20, 1909, suprle- 
mented by law No. 8, of May S51, 1927. In addition to this rensral mining law, 
the Icelandi¢ Alting in 1922 and 1921 passed le;-islation governing tue produc— 
tion and exportation of calcareous spar (see section of this paver entitled 
“Special Spay Legislation"). 


RIGHTS OF SCREIGNERS 


A pocsicte: is permitted by the mining law to explore for minerals and 
to qwn and operate mines in Iceland woon equal terms with nationals, on conaition 
that he appoint a duly authorized agent in Iceland to represent him anc submit 
the agent's neme to the mining authority in writing when making apnlication for 
a prospecting license. Hovever, vrospecting permits are issued by the mining 
authority (the Chief of Police) only to persons known personally to him or per- 
sons whose identity can be vouched for by two well-known citizens of Iceland. 
Actual discovery of metal or ore eutomatically confers the right to a mining con- 
cession. 


PROSPECTING 


A progpectins permit, which is issued for two years, under the juris-— 
diction of the Chief of Police, Coes not confer en exclusive prospecting privi- 
lege, nor does it require that a certain amount of rork ve done to keep it in 
force. Any one placinz obstacles in the way of the holder of a eae author— 
prot Ps OSpee tyne permit is subject to a fine of & to 50 crowns. 


The law gives authority for the "search of metals and ore on commons, 
in deserts, on mountain pestures, on certain feudal estates, and on Government 
property." "Prospecting for metal end ore is not permitted on fields or soil 
under cultivation or within 120 meters (200 meters in case explosives are em- 
ployed) of dwellings, barns, bridges, and like structures, without the consent 
of tne owner of the surface land.™ A vrosnector shall either make a deposit 
(not exceeding 20° crowns) as a evarantee for the payment of any damare ne may 
cause or agreq in writing (the agreement to be included in the permit) not to 
uproot or dig in gardens or fields. 


A prospector must report to the landowner, in the presence of wit- 
aia the finding of "metal," within cicht weeks of its discovery. 


eee eee ee ee ee ee eee ee. eee 


5 See footnote 3g. 
6 The average exchan*c valuc fon 1939 of the Danist. crown was . 28.765 cents 
(26.8 cents at par). 
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MINING 
A successful vrosnector desiring to sine shall-- 


1. Weke e verified renort (in duplicate), concerning the metal or ore 
discovered, to the Chief of Police. | 


2. Submrit, within two yeers fron the re-istration of the Ciscovery, | 
to the same authority a & written ao ‘lication for a mining concession, which 
shall not be refused. | 


The holder of a mining right may request the laying out of a mining 
erea, which rust be done within six months from the dete of the annlication for 
a concession. The staking out of a claim, under tuese rerulations, cives the 
concessionaire exclusive richt to mine therein. 


The original discoverer of mineral has the right to reouest two mining 
areas. <A permit may cover 100,000 square-meters. If tne mineral is found in 
lavers, the area must be Sie od in the form of a scuare {"eoullateral rectangular 
souare®) ; if it occurs in one or more veins, the permit holder may decide the 
sroportion of the length to the width (the width not to be less than 100 meters, 
however) and the direction in which the mine shall be laid out. Extrelateral 
rights are not granted, subsoil boundaries being fixed Dy lines extending verti- 
cally downward. 

FEES 

The law authorizes the folloving fees: 

1. Prospecting permit, 2 crowns. 

2. Mining permit, 25 crowns. 


3. Cost of staking out a mining area, 40 crowns. 


=, Rental to be paid annually to the National caus or to the 
Feudal Church, 50 crowns. 


5. Rental to be paid annually to tie landowner, 10 crowns, volus 5 
ore’ a square meter of land on which buildings are erected. 


In addition, the holder of prospecting or mining rights shall pay to 
the Cnief of Police his traveling expenses and an honorariun. 


SPECIAL SPAR LEGISLATION 


The law of 1922 governing the mining vroduction anc exportation of 
Caleareous snar declares that the Icelendic Government shall have the sole risht 


7 & Danish coin worth 0.01 of a crow. 
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to ex.ort this product. Tne resulations of November ef, 1971, cecree that all 
lanagovners, leas: holcers, or concessionaires shell have tre rivzht of dizring 
e3lcareous spar within their ova territory. However, all rersons so engaged 
must recort tne operations of eacii separate mine to the Government. All vro- 
ducers of Icelend sper (in-ividutls or coumanies) are liable to the Governnent 
for all exmenses connected with the export of tncir product end for a fee of 

2 per cent unon the value of the exoorted product. 


SUPPLE ENT 
MIITRALS OF ICTLAND ALD GRETNLAND 
icelaid 


There are no iilnes in Iceland worth irentioninge excext calcereous svar, 

of a suoerior quality of cclcite, called Iceland spar. Sulohur, iron ore, copner 

srrite, lisnite, and peat have been mined at different times. There has been 
ie ‘li:_of vorling Llron, copoer, enu cold wsaines, but this hes so far come t9 notn- 
Lage” Traces of gold and silver were round neer Rezijevii as early as 1997, 

yaien on unsuccessful atveapt was made to exoloit them. Rumors heve degn to the 
eciect thet gold occurs in large areas in the eastern vart or Icelard.~ Also 
clatinua, iridiwn, rhodium, quicisilver, conser, anti:ion:, arsenic, cadniun, 
telluriun, leac, trou, and bismuth have been revorted, but definite data con- 
cerning them are not aveilable. 


since the war, only lignite, peat, and svar neve been nroduced. 1° 


Lienite (discovered in 1900 at Nordfjord and in 1906 at Borgarfjord) 
was nroduced a 1917, 1918, and 1919, as follows: 1,980 metric tons, valued at 
297, 000 crowns . 2,350 rietrte tons, values at 423,000 crowns; and 390 metric tons, 
valued at 55,300 crowns. An attempt to use it locally as fuel failed. 

8 Tuorsteinsson, Thorsteinn, Director of Statistics for Iceland, ___ 
Fencvoox of Iceland, Revkjavik, 1920, o9. 9-10. 

9 Dodge, H. Percival, Gold--Iceland: Vonsuler Rept. 310980, Copenhagen, June 3, 
1923. | — 

10 Hiriksson, H. H., Director of Mining Overations in Icelanc. 
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Froduction of eat from 1922 to 1923 is es follows: 


Queantit;, Value, 
Year | metric tons crows 
1922 | oO, 223 905, 690 
1923 mam en 
1924 | 1/25, 000 1,500, 000 
1925 a 18, 737 300, 000 
1926 7 (2) ~ (2) 
1927 _ 22,000 889, 090 


1928 17,094 7 750, 000 


l Approximate. 
2 Statistics not evailatle. 


A rich deposit of epar occurs et Akar, in Faxe Bay, and a auarry of 
scar occurs near Eskifiord, on the east coast of the island. As early as 1899 
tae report wes that small quantities of spar of opticel grade were being ex-. 
>orted annually. Reports since the World War give tne production of spar for 
the years 1921 to 1925, both inclusive, as follows: 


Quantity, Value, 


Year kilograms crowns 

1921 » # * §00 10, 000 

1922 : 100 10, 000 

1923 . 3 1, 7E0 50, 000 

1924 *1,200 30, 000 

1925 - 520 30,000 
Greenland 


Shipments from the only mine of: cryolite in the world, at Ivigtut, 
Greenland, have been increasing for several years, the total for 1930 being 
‘ce largest on record. However, producers report large stocks on hand in 
Jenmark and in the United States and a contemplated reduction in production. 
Tne exclusive importer in the United States for this product since 1865 has 
teen the Pennsylvania Salt Menufacturing Co. (Philadelphia, Pa.); the importer 
in Denmark is the gresunds Chemisxe Fabriker (Copenhagen). The mine, which 
belongs to the Gresunds Chemiske Fabriker, is operated under e State con- 
cession oy Aktieselskabet Kryolith-Mine-og Hendelsselskabet, Copenhagen. The 
eccompanying tabulation of cryolite shipments (1919-1920) shows the imoortence 
of the industry. 


For a comprehensive description of the deoosit in Greenland, its 
geology, mineralogy, and mining methods, see the erticle by Gordon.-© Further 
ll See footnote 8. : 
12 See footnote 4. 
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discussion of the deposits and rroduction date may be found in the annual vo 
of Mineral Industry. Its early nistory is desecrived in the volume for 1893. 


Greenlend prvduced 52,009 kilograms of graohite in 1924 and 3,600 
metric tons of coal in 1929. In 1910 a deposit neer Ivnatsiak was worked for 


coover ore, but no ore was i eae 
interest, have been renorteds:”. Asbestos, 
spar, gems, gold, iron, lead, mica, molybdenite, nickel, phosphate rock (aevetite), 
rare earth minerels, telc, tantealite, tungsten, and zinc. 
the minerals in the vicinity of Ivigtut 
Kongerdluarsuk hes been mace by Gordon. 


Other minerals, of et least geological 
barytes, chrome ores, feldsvar, fluor- 


A detailed revort of 
Narearsux, Tunugdliarfik, and 


1 
Shipments of ecrvolite (metric tons) from Greenland since 1918 


ce 


Year To tne United States Total 

1919 1,973 4,294 6,367 
1920 | 5,024 8,904 13,928 
1921 5,200 6,118 11,318 
1922 S, 716 4,976 8,692 
1923 5,942 12, 640 18,582 
1924 6,506 17,285 23,791 
1925 9,229 22,273 31,612 
1926 7,387 17,229 24,716 
1927 | 4,898 14,278 19,176 
1923 8,917 16, 728 25,645 
1929 8,140 21,353 29,498 
1930 8,325 27,437 35,762 


1 Roush, G A., Minor Nommetals; Cryoslite: Min. Inc., 1950, vol. 39, McGraw- 
Hill Book Co. (Inc.), New Yor, 1931, p. 663. 


13 Rothwell, R. P., Cryol; cet Min. Ind., 1893, .vol. 2, The Scientific Publish- 
ing Co., 1894, pp. 21-204. 

14 Ball, <ydney H., Minevsl Resources of seecniaye: Meddelelser om Gr#nland, 
vol. 53, Copenhaz:cn, 1922, po. 1-60. 

15 Gordon, Samuel G., Miuerals Obtained in Greenland on the Second Academy- 
Vaux Expedition, 19°2: Proc. Acac. Nat. Sci., Philadelphia, Pa., 1924, 
vol. 76, Philadelphia, 1925, pv. -249-268. 
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